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PERSONAL 
INFORMATION 

SHEET 

 
Name:  Kenneth Townson HODKINSON  
 
DOB:  28th January 1920 
 
Rank: Private  
 
Service Identity Number: 3055984 
 
Service/Regiment/Corps: Royal Scots  
 
Unit:  2nd Battalion 
 
Died:  1st/2nd October 1942 

 

Personal history before the war: 
 
Born 28th January 1920 to Edith Hodkinson who was originally from Stockport. Kenneth’s birth 
certificate states father unknown although his POW index card identifies it as George.   
 
Kenneth was brought up by his grandparents Enoch and Esther Hodkinson at 168-170 Moorside 
Lane Droylsden Manchester; before enlisting, Kenneth worked at the Co-op.  
 
Kenneth’s mum Edith married John Willie Garside (known as Jack) and had two further sons, John 
and Robert Garside (dob 17th  May 1936). 
 
Kenneth joined the Army in 1938 and was posted out to join the battalion in Hong Kong 2 months 
before the outbreak of WW2. 
 

Wartime experience: 
 
Kenneth is recorded as being captured at the surrender of the Hong Kong garrison on 25th 
December 1941. He also sent a postcard home from the POW camp at Shamshuipo which can be 
seen below. 
 

Personal history post war (if survived): 
 
Sadly Kenneth did not survive the sinking of the Lisbon Maru and his name is inscribed on column 
12 of the Sai Wan War Memorial. His name also appears on Enoch and Esther’s headstone simply 
saying “presumed drowned”. 
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Additional photos: 
 

 
 

 

 
 

The above information was provided by Jean Clements who is the Niece of Kenneth.  
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